Seven Harvest, Inc. Success Story
Seven Harvest, Inc (SH) hired a part time farm laborer in January 2011 to meet the labor needs, increase demonstration and training at our Food Enterprise Incubator Center in Forrest City, Arkansas with funds from our 2501 grant.  We never thought that giving Codero Hall, a young African-American male attending the Crowley Ridge Technical Institute, an opportunity to learn farming under plastic would result in him and two other African-American males to apply for a Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRSCS) seasonal high tunnel in St. Francis County. He has learned how to become a winter grower and a year around producer with a seasonal high tunnel or hoop house, a low end greenhouse without mechanical heating or cooling.  Cordero is proficient in producing a salad mix consisting of fancy greens and lettuces during a time of the year when traditionally no one is producing. He selects seeds, plants, waters, weeds, controls insects, harvests, rinses, bags, weighs, labels and cools the salad mix.  He also has learned how to grow warm season vegetables in a hoop house like eggplant, basil, yellow squash, bell and cayenne peppers, and tomato in the extremely hot months of June, July and August.  

As the work load has increased at the center we added the two additional African-American males, Carl Brown and Edward Rucker to assist with production of sweet potato, and purple hull peas and harvesting washing, weighing and storing these crops. They also produce transplants for tomato, yellow squash, peppers and eggplants to grow out on the black plastic mulch drip irrigation system donated by our local partner, the East Arkansas Enterprise Community.  

As prospective or beginning farmers, all three have recently applied for a cost share to obtain a seasonal high tunnel houses with the NRCS’s Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQUIP).  Two of the beginning farmers, Mr. Hall and Mr. Brown, will lease land from SH to support their practice of operating a seasonal high tunnel crop production system independently and or cooperatively with mentoring assistance from SH. This will include not only producing but gaining experience in marketing products, working with enterprise budgets, and with cash flow management as well as practicing food safety guidelines.   Mr.  Rucker has title to his land and will become an important target of our outreach to support a new generation of African-American male seasonal high tunnel or hoop house growers.  

Like the original 4H and FFA program models that provided real world experiences for youth in farming and provided a five sense reality of what it takes to succeed in agribusiness, SH hopes to revive these traditional approaches with beginning farmers. We look forward to monitoring the success of these young adults while they use NRSCS’s seasonal high tunnels in St. Francis County.  At the same time we will demonstrate through community partnering efforts in eastern Arkansas that USDA resources and programs can support environmental well being and enhance profits with less traditional farm production technology and year around commercial growing  opportunities. 
Here’s what the young adults had to say when asked: What are the benefits of seasonal high tunnels or hoop houses?   What are the benefits of year around commercial growing opportunities?
From Carl Brown the benefits of growing with seasonal high tunnels or hoop houses are: “Control growing, your choice of using pesticides or going organic, a variety of things that can be grown.”
From Codero Hall the benefits of seasonal high tunnels or hoop houses are: “You can produce more crops like lettuce tomato, squash pepper and basil.  You can grow in winter, crops like greens, spinach and salad mix.”
 From Carl Brown the benefits of year around growing are: “You can produce more products and produce more of what you grow.  You can grow a lot of things that you couldn’t grow in the winter or summer.   I now know more about the variety of tomatoes and lettuces you grow.”
From Codero Hall the benefits of year around growing are: “You can see more profit and create more employment.  When you grow more winter time crops, you don’t have as many pests like flea beetles, worms, grasshoppers, wasps, snakes, and stray dogs.  I have learned a lot about fertilizing, harvesting, and irrigation systems.  I know that you can cause fungus by overwatering in the heat.”  
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